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of spiritual refreshment, he betook himself to Oxford to
attend a religious conference.
On the station platform he met "a Christian brother5*
whom he knew to be one of "the godliest of men"—"a man
whose very face told you something of the peace of God
which reigned within5'. This gentleman was setting off for
the same conference, so entering an empty compartment
he turned to the Doctor and, as though reading his thoughts,
asked with "very sincere sympathy" regarding his work,
Barnardo made a clean breast of all his doubts; then,
poignantly, his companion inquired: "If God shows you
that your proposed scheme is too large, and that you should
give it up, are you prepared to give it up ? "
For a moment Barnardo pondered; but feeling that
without "God's approval and blessing" it were better not
to succeed from an "earthly point of view", he answered
firmly: "Yes, I am quite prepared." His friend replied:
"We are going to Oxford for spiritual refreshment. Let us
here, in this carriage, alone, kneel down and commit your
case to God, and let us ask Him, if it be His will, to show
you clearly before you leave Oxford whether you should
go on or turn back," Both knelt down and "committed the
case of the children to God". They arose "lightened and
refreshed". On reaching Oxford it was arranged that this
friend breakfast the following morning with Barnardo, in
the latter's hotel; and so they parted.
Next morning Barnardo, while dressing, heard a tap on
his door. Thinking the servant had arrived with hot water,
he cried: "'Come in!" A man thrust in his head. "His hair
was all dishevelled; he was evidently not yet fully dressed.
*Is your name Barnardo?3 he asked. I said 'Yes3. . . .
'You are thinking of building a village for little girls at
Ilford, are you not? You want some cottages?3 ... I
said cYes, yes.' He asked: 'Have you got any?3—
never coming in beyond putting his head through the
door. I replied, cNo—not yet.3 , . . 'Well,3 he cried,

